
Betty Ruth Shaffer
December 2, 1925 - February 22, 2017

Longtime Siskiyou County resident, Betty Ruth Shaffer had a massive stroke
at Brookdale Extended Care Facility, on the morning of February 17th, and
passed away peacefully on February 22 at Madrone Hospice, just after
midnight very early that morning. 

 

Betty was born in Bemidji, Minnesota on December 2, 1925 to Rose “Dee”,
and Vernon Anderson. When she was just 6 months old they moved across
the United States in a Model A to Weed, Ca, where Vernon found work in the
lumber mill. Betty was told she cried all the way across the United States.
They later lived in Portland and Bend, Oregon, and returned to Weed when
Betty was in high school. There in Weed, Betty met Orby “Orb” Purl Shaffer
and they fell in love. World War II separated them for a time, but Orb returned
to marry Betty in March of 1945 before the war ended. They lived in Weed and
all 4 of their children were born in Siskiyou County. 

 

In 1955 the whole family moved to Ferndale, Ca, and Orb continued to work in
the lumber industry. Betty stayed home to care for her children until the 2
eldest were in high school; at that time she took a job in Eureka as a
seamstress. 

 

In 1965 they moved to Yreka and Betty worked as a seamstress for Jole
Dame Dress Shop for many years. 



Betty and Orb had many fun years square dancing in Ferndale, Eureka,
Yreka, Grenada, Medford, and Mt. Shasta. Betty continued to go square
dancing, even after Orb passed away in 2003; she had a passion for square
dancing. She also did line-dancing for many years. Betty also had a passion
for playing cards; all her children and grandchildren had many fun hours of
playing cards with her. Betty loved taking quilting classes in Mt Shasta from
Tina Seres, for many years with her daughter Linda and daughter-in-law
Karen. She made many friends. 

 

She was also known for winning many Best of Shows at the Siskiyou County
Fair for her quilting and her homemade pies. 

 

Betty was preceded in death by her husband Orby Purl Shaffer, who passed
away in 2003; her son Dennis Wayne Shaffer (Steve Pratt), passed away in
2002. 

 

Betty is survived by her children, Linda Rose Richter (John) of Yreka, Richard
Vernon Shaffer (Karen) of Yreka, and Jean Louise Shaffer Reeves (Richard,
deceased) of Roseburg, OR. She is also survived by her grandchildren,
Damon, Randy Reeves of Roseburg, OR, Jandra Reeves, of Roseburg, OR
and Elizabeth Sheble, of San Tan Valley, Az. Betty is also survived by step-
grandchildren, Jay Richter (Mai), and Rider Richter (Claudia), both of
Sacramento, Michael Patrick Richter (deceased) of Los Angeles and Laurie
Meyers, Patricia Richardson, Annmarie Alparone, Kimmy I Gathwright and
James D McConnell. She is also survived by 23 great grandchildren and 14
great-great grandchildren. 

 

A celebration of life potluck dinner will in Yreka, at Decision Life Church, 203
Wetzel Way (corner of North and Wetzel) at 3:00pm on Saturday, April 1st in
the dining area in the basement of the church.
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March 28, 2017 at 09:28 AM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Betty Ruth Shaffer.

Jennie Onarheim - March 05, 2017 at 09:30 PM

We are so sorry to lose our dear neighbor. Betty was a friendly,
trusted and lovely neighbor who will be missed...Bjorn and Jennie
Onarheim

Gale Clement - March 03, 2017 at 12:08 PM

SO ENJOYED her being part of our Circle and Square square
dancing group at the Grange in Yreka! I really admired her for
coming and keeping on being active...what an uplifting example! :) 
 
Sincerely, 

 (Ms.) Gale Clement

Phyllis Austin - March 01, 2017 at 02:08 PM

I am so sorry to hear about Betty. She was such a nice lady and I
was proud to be related to her, if only by marriage. She will be
missed. 
Fondly, Phyllis Austin

https://www.girdnerfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.girdnerfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

