
David "Buzz" Francis Sylva
February 13, 1952 - November 15, 2020

Lifelong Siskiyou County resident David Francis "Buzz" Sylva became ill of
unknown causes on Saturday, November 7, 2020 and passed away on
Sunday, November 15th, at the California Pacific Medical Center in San
Francisco, with his wife and "girls" telling him how much they loved him. 

 

Buzz was born on February 13, 1952 in Yreka to Francis and Bert Sylva of
Willow Creek. He attended Willow Creek Elementary School, Jackson Street
School, and graduated from Yreka High School with the Class of 1970. He
attended College of the Siskiyous where he played football for two years. He
then traveled around the United States for a while before landing in Colorado
where he worked at a lumber mill in South Fork. But he quickly realized that
his heart was still in Siskiyou County, and he returned to his home. He began
working on the Sylva Brothers Ranch in Willow Creek. Over the years, he had
a range of jobs working in mills, construction, and driving for Siskiyou County
Behavioral Health. Whatever job he performed, he worked hard and enjoyed it
to the fullest. But, most importantly, wherever he went, he loved meeting and
getting to know a wide variety of people. 

 

He loved to camp, garden, read, play all kinds of card and board games,
engage in political debates on Facebook, and work on his family's ranch. Buzz
was a gentle, caring soul and had the heart of a giant. He had such a unique
and rare gift of making everyone feel welcome and part of his "circle" (which



was an enormous one)! Everyone - old, young, and in-between - loved him.
And if you were fortunate enough to meet and get to know Buzz, you
immediately knew you had a friend for life. He would help anyone with
anything they needed, and all without any thought of recognition or praise. He
was a humble "behind the scenes" man with a giving spirit, and he helped
others for the sole purpose of the joy it brought him. Buzz was a constant
seeker of happiness and would want all of his loved ones to remember him
that way, and to live their lives in the same way. But the light in the world
faded when he left it. 

 

Buzz was preceded in death by his loving parents, Francis and Bert Sylva of
Willow Creek. He is survived by his wife, Connie Lathrop of Willow Creek;
daughter Kyla Sylva (Esteban Hernandez) of Yreka; daughter Taylor Sylva
(Evan Nussbaum) of Citrus Heights; sister Bonnie Sylva (Mark Powers) of
Davis; sister Nancy Sylva (Robert Silva) of Willow Creek; sister Sheree Sylva
of Willow Creek; sister Deborah Sylva of Montague; several nieces and
nephews and great-nieces and nephews, two aunts, many cousins, and
countless cherished friends. 

 

If you wish to honor Buzz's memory, his family requests that donations be
made in his name to Siskiyou Habitat for Humanity, P.O. Box 1482, Yreka, CA
96097; or St. Jude Children's Research Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place,
Memphis, TN 38105. 

 

It is the hope of his family that his "circle" can all come together for a
"Celebration of Buzz" at a place and date to be announced at a later time.
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MFMcHugh - December 04, 2020 at 12:00 AM

Sitting at our dining room table, stuffing envelopes for Joan Smith's
campaign. Laughing and joking. Good memories. We grieve his
passing and celebrate his life and family. Mary and Joe

Robert Cameron - November 27, 2020 at 12:00 AM

What to say? One minute I was road tripping with Buzz for the
County BHS. The next I was having a Scotch with him at his annual
bonfire. The next I was borrowing his walker for a hip replacement
recovery. The next we were trying to convince one another that
each was wrong politically. At cross purposes, but with the same
goal...a better nation. It could get testy, but we were friends after. I
will be making a small donation to Habitat for Humanity in the
memory of Dave. I miss him. I was honored to be included in his
circle.

Dawn Atchley - November 25, 2020 at 12:00 AM

Our condolences to you Connie and family. Buzz was one of the
sweetest men I know. He was so caring and truly real. He and
Connie were daycare providers for our 2 children and they loved
them endearingly. We are so saddened to hear of his passing and
Pray God brings you comfort and peace during this time. Many
loving thoughts to you Connie, Debbie and family. 

Murphys, Kaffs, Cucchis - November 23, 2020 at 12:00 AM

Dear Bonnie & Mark, Sylva family - We all grieve with you. May
David's spirit live on with this tree. Much love from us.
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Chris Loogman - November 21, 2020 at 12:00 AM

Dear Connie and Family, I am so sorry for your loss. I always
enjoyed visiting Dave. His smile, calm demeanor and welcoming
heart was always uplifting to me. Chris Loogman

Donna Stanford Lawson - November 20, 2020 at 12:00 AM

I will miss you deeply, you were one of the
kindest human beings I've ever know. My
heart goes out to your family and friends. I
just don't know what to say, my heart is
breaking. I will always love you

Bonita Sylva - November 20, 2020 at 12:00 AM

Bonita Sylva lit a candle in memory of David
"Buzz" Francis Sylva

Tribute Store - November 20, 2020 at 12:00 AM

My loving, caring, and generous brother. Thanks for always being
there, no matter what, for all of your family and friends. Love you
forever!
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Tracy Louie - November 19, 2020 at 12:00 AM

Thank you to whoever wrote this piece about Dave. It is so him. A
chance meeting with Dave always lifted your spirits. His friendship
was such a gift. Going to miss you, my friend. Rest In Peace.


