
Geraldine Austin
April 15, 1920 - March 27, 2015

Grenada resident, Geraldine Frances Austin, passed away on March 29, 2015
after an unexpected illness. She was less than a month away from her 95th
birthday. She leaves behind, her sister Ella, her daughter Barbara, 5
grandchildren, 10 great grandchildren and 1 great great grandchild, numerous
nieces and nephews. 

Geraldine was born on April 15, 1920 in Sweet Grass, Montana, daughter to
James Vaclav and Ella Hendrick., Geraldine grew up on a Montana
homestead with her two sisters, Christina and Ella, and brother James, near
Sweet Grass. She attended country schools in the area. Later, she would
board with various people in Sweet Grass to attend and graduate high school.

Geraldine recalled as a child, riding to school in the winter months in a horse
drawn sleigh driven by her cousins, the “Suta Boys.” She remembered
hearing the jingle bells attached to the harness. It was a sight and sound she
would not forget as her Hungarian cousins, the Sutas, were dressed in
traditional winter caps and coats. She and her sisters also rode with them
across the border into Canada to a nearby Hungarian Hall for dances and
weddings. 

After graduating high school, Geraldine went to live with her Aunt in Klamath
Falls, Oregon to attend Business College. It was there, in 1940, that she



would meet and marry William Harrison Austin, a Conductor on the Southern
Pacific Railroad. Their daughters Barbara Lea and Linda Mae were born and
raised in Klamath Falls. After her divorce, Geraldine remained in Klamath
Falls working as an insurance agent. She attended Sacred Heart Church and
volunteered with the altar society. 

Geraldine was a self taught artist influenced at an early age by the work of
Charlie Russell, renowned western artist of Montana. She is well known for
her sketches in the Echoes of the Prairie, a history book about the early
pioneers and homestead families of Toole County, Montana. Her sketches and
paintings are on display in the meeting room of the Sunburst Library in
Montana. She also contributed many stories and poems to the contents of this
book, in particular, an in depth story, “The Sheep Story” giving a detailed
history of the early sheep men of that area. Geraldine loved to garden, raising
her own fruits, vegetables and flowers. 

In the last few years of her life she lived with her daughter Barbara in Fort
Jones, California and for the last year was a resident at Shepherd of God
Assisted Living in Granada, California. Geraldine was preceded in death by
her daughter Linda, her granddaughter, Barbara, and her son in law Jim
Conwill. She will be laid to rest at the Cemetery in Sunburst, Montana at the
base of her beloved Sweet Grass Hills and just a few miles from the family
homestead. 

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the Resident Fund, Shepherd of
God, PO Box 339 , Grenada, CA 96038 or Madrone Hospice, 255 Collier
Circle, Yreka CA 96097.



Cemetery Details

Sunburst Cemetery

Sunburst, MT 59482

Previous Events

Memorial Mass of the Catholic Burial

APR 7. 1:00 PM (MT)

St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church
Sunburst, MT 59482
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Pat Davis - April 03, 2015 at 10:06 AM

I loved her sharp wit, her come backs to Don at the dinner table
cracked me up and amazed me at the age of 93.

Faye Hart - April 02, 2015 at 07:15 PM

Aunt Geraldine was a multitalented lady who I admired. I like to
think I got my artistic talent from her. I think we (my siblings) and I
were close to her and our best friend cousins Barbara and Linda
because she was close to my mom 

 .. They would come and spend time at our farm in the summer. Aunt
Geraldine once told me that she and my mom, Christina were not
only sisters but best friends. I remember the very interesting letters
she woud send about family historiy. She was very interesting to talk
with. She was special and more so after she told me she liked my
sense of humor. She will be greatly missed. Our heartfelt sympathy
goes out to cousin Barbara and family. Love you all

Kim Ondracek - April 02, 2015 at 12:16 PM

I remember when we were kids, going to grandma's was always an
adventure! Her house had a HUGE yard, and a beautiful flower
garden. The front porch was awesome,and my sisters and I and
cousins would play house on the porch.Sometimes(before she had
it enclosed) we would sleep outside on the porch in the summer.
Lots of fun memories, including washing clothes in her wringer-
washer! (Before she remodeled and bought regular washer.) Rest in
peace, grandma!
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Ed Medlin - April 02, 2015 at 10:10 AM

Barbara, 
 We are very sad over the loss of your Mom. We enjoyed her

company when visiting at your place and the several dinners
together in town. She will be missed. May she rest in peace. 

  
Ed Medlin & Beverly Banda

Margaret Sturgill from Pound, VA - April 02, 2015 at 07:07 AM

My condolences to Mrs. Geraldine Austin's family and friends and
especially to my new-found internet friend, her daughter Barbara.
May all of you have peace and comfort during this very sad parting.
Margaret Sturgill


