
Hilda Biasca Piersall
March 5, 1923 - January 7, 2016

Long time Scott Valley resident Hilda Piersall passed away peacefully on Jan.
7, 2016 at her home on Eastside Rd. in Fort Jones. She was born on March 5,
1923 to Swiss immigrants Henry and Anna Biasca on their dairy farm in
Ferndale, CA and was the youngest of eight daughters. 

Hilda grew up and attended schools in Ferndale and Fortuna, then went to
Humboldt State College where she earned her degree and teaching
credential. It was there that she met the love of her life, Jack Piersall. They
were married on November 29, 1947 and had been married for nearly 59
years when Jack passed away in 2006. Hilda and Jack raised their five
children on their ranch on Eastside Rd. in Scott Valley. 

Hilda taught school at Fort Jones Elementary from 1964 until her retirement in
1993 where she taught several generations of Scott Valley students, including
some of her own children and grandchildren. Hilda was known as a “small but
mighty” teacher and was also known for her love of dressing up “in style”. In
addition to teaching she loved to work in her yard and garden and she was
known for the beautiful old blue enamel pots hanging from the trees and
fences in her yard and the bright pink petunias along the driveway. She was a
member of Sacred Heart Parish in Fort Jones and her religion was always an
important part of her life. After Jack's death, she volunteered at Hospice Shop
in Yreka, the Fort Jones Museum, and Loaves and Fishes, and was a



member of Fort Jones Women's Club and Senior Ventures. 

Hilda was blessed in the last year of her life by the presence of her amazing
granddaughter Jill, who lived with and lovingly cared for her. Our family will be
forever grateful for this special gift of caring and love. We are also very
grateful for the care and love given to Mom by her granddaughter-in-law,
Jenny Newton, and her extended family, the Gundlachs and Beanes,
especially Kyra. 

Hilda is survived by her son and daughter-in-law Alan and Patsy Piersall of
Greenview, daughter Karin Piersall Newton of Fort Jones, daughter and son-
in-law Susan and John Lupoli of San Diego, daughter and son-in-law Lauren
and Ty Hisatomi of Ashland, OR, and son JD Piersall of Fort Jones. Also
surviving are her grandchildren Brett Piersall and wife Tana of Fort Jones,
Amber Stewart and husband Alan of Fort Jones, Sarah Griggs and husband
Flint of Fort Jones, Clint Newton and wife Jenny of Fort Jones, Greg Newton
and wife Laura of Wasilla, AK, Jillian Lupoli of Fort Jones, and Jennie Lupoli of
San Diego, and great-grandchildren Creed, Jackson, Zoe, and Greysa
Newton, Brody and Bristol Piersall, Aidan, Savina, and Ella Stewart, and
Emmitt, Oliver, and Josie Griggs. She is also survived by her sister and
brother-in-law Evelyn and Eldon Brom of Sonora, many nieces and nephews
and her very special longtime friend Nadine Kellogg. 

Hilda was preceded in death by her husband Jack, and her sisters, Elma,
Irma, Ruby, Lydia, Mary, and Anne, and brother-in-laws Bob Burns, Bruce
McLeod, Art Bloomquist, Melvin Barellies, and Shirley Gundlach and nephew
Jack Barellies. 

 

Services will be held Friday, January 15, 2016 at 11:00 am at Sacred Heart
Parish in Fort Jones with interment in Fort Jones Cemetery and a reception to
follow at the Parish Hall. 



The Piersall family would like to extend thanks to Madrone Hospice for their
support and assistance. In lieu of flowers, the family requests that donations
be made to Madrone Hospice, Scott Valley Scholarships, or the charity of your
choice. Arrangements under the direction of Girdner Funeral Chapel, Yreka.



Cemetery Details

Fort Jones Cemetery

Eastside Road
Fort Jones, CA 96032

Previous Events

Mass of the Christian Burial

JAN 15. 11:00 AM (PT)

Sacred Heart Catholic Church
101 Carlock Street
Fort Jones, CA 96032



Tribute Wall
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January 13, 2016 at 12:28 AM

Basket of Memories was purchased for the family
of Hilda Biasca Piersall.

M'lissa Ann - January 12, 2016 at 10:33 PM

I was a student in Mrs Piersalls class at Fort
Jones Elementary.She was teaching second
grade at the time.She was always very classy
and well dressed..She was an excellent
teacher, one that you never forgot.When the
boys in class would start acting unruly she knew how to put them in
their spot! More teachers should be like her these days and they are
not..In fact, last year I went in my sons class to help out..It was
crazy in there,the teacher could not control her class.I though to
myself "This would never have happened in Mrs. Piersalls class!" I
still keep in touch with my old friends that had the same class as
me,We always had such fond memories of her.Not only was she a
teacher but also a friend of the family.I thank you for having her in
my life as a little girl and the lessons she taught us as children.One
was to be a lady and that I took with me for the rest of my
life..Thank you Mrs Piersall..I will never forget you.

 Melissa Strader-Cole

https://www.girdnerfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1424&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.girdnerfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1424&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Gail and Doug - January 11, 2016 at 07:18 PM

Hilda was so sweet....always smiling! Loved to see her walking
down the road, or feeding her chickens. She was an inspiration to
everyone she met or knew. A real LADY of quality and integrity. We
will miss her. We know that our words of condolence can never
bring more than a bit of comfort...but we pray that you find peace
and comfort in knowing how much she was loved. Always, Doug
and Gail Jenner


