
Johnny Raye Isbell
May 7, 1956 - November 12, 2022

After a nearly three-year battle with glioblastoma brain cancer, Johnny Raye
Isbell passed away surrounded by his family and friends on November 12th,
2022. 
John was born on May 7th, 1956 in Sacramento, California to Anna and
Jimmy "Buddy" Isbell. In August 1963, John and his family moved to Scott
Valley, a community he called his home for the remainder of his life. During his
youth John taught himself to play guitar, which began a lifetime love of music.
He also enjoyed playing sports, fishing, hunting, and driving anything fast. 
John met the love of his life Marcia (Madole) when he was just 18-years-old
and they were married in 1976. Over the years, John would often say that he
knew from the minute they met that he would marry Marcia. They shared an
incredible bond that lasted the 46 wonderful years they were married. 
John had an amazing work ethic that was evident in the multitude of jobs he
had over the years. He always gave his best, whether it was working as a
cashier at thrifty market, farming, detailing cars, fixing equipment, driving a
garbage truck, or eventually running his own business with his wife Marcia.
John always made sure that his family understood the value of hard work. 
John's immense love of music led him to play guitar in several local bands
over the years. The Country Nights band often practiced in John and Marcia's
garage on Tuesday and Thursday nights as they prepared for their next big
local event. John shared many fond memories with his bandmates during this
time of his life. 



John loved sports and enjoyed helping to coach his children and
grandchildren's teams. He valued hard work, determination, and teamwork,
and he always loved to root for the underdog. John rarely missed the chance
to watch his children, nephews, nieces, or grandchildren in their sporting
events, spending many late nights traveling to games, pacing in the end zone,
or cheering loudly from the stands. 
John had a passion for fast cars and loved spending time restoring Fords
back to pristine condition. He'd often say, "I couldn't pass this deal up, I
already have a motor." Over the years, he built many wonderful friendships
through restorations and participating in numerous car shows. John was
always looking towards his next big car build, and loved to have a project he
was working on for the future. 
John had a big heart for his family, friends, and, of course, his animals. He
was the type of person whom you could call for a favor, or who would
volunteer to check your tires (just to make sure) before you left on a big trip.
John loved to help others, and he was very proud of the community that he
lived in. 
John is survived by his loving wife Marcia Isbell, his daughter Raylene and her
husband Jess Lang, and his son Bradley and his wife Joy Isbell. John also
leaves behind his three remaining grandchildren Mason Lang, Shelby Lang
and Carter Isbell. In addition, he leaves behind his brother Jim and his wife
Sherma Isbell, his brother Jerry and his wife Linda Isbell, his sister Janie and
her husband John Ryder, several nieces and nephews, and his beloved
animals. Proceeding him in death were his father Jimmy (Buddy) Isbell, his
mother Anna Andrews, his brother William David Isbell, his father-in-law Orin
(Doc) Madole, his mother-in-law Cora Madole, his grandson Paul Isbell, and
his beloved grandson Miles Isbell. 
John's family will be hosting a celebration of life at the Parish Hall in Fort
Jones on Saturday, November 26th at 3pm. We would like to invite everyone
to share in appetizers, desserts and memories. In lieu of flowers, please make
a donation to Asante Foundation in the name of his grandson Miles Isbell at w



ww.asantefoundation.or/Miles or donate in John Isbell's name to Scott Valley
Scholarships at www.scottvalleyscholarships.org, or to Madrone Hospice Inc.
at 255 Collier Circle, Yreka,CA 96097 or www.madronehospice.org.
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Allen Reese - November 23, 2022 at 12:00 AM

I am so sorry. So many of my friends made a success of themselves
in the valley, and perhaps John topped them all. I had to leave. Truly
sorry.

Nick Friden - November 19, 2022 at 12:00 AM

What can I say about Johnny that everyone doesn't already know.
He was an amazing human and touched so many lives. Johnny was
like a second father to me. He was my dad's best friend and was in
my life from the time I was born. When I was growing up our
families did everything together. Trips to the lake, barbecues,
camping, and vacations to name a few. Johnny did so many things
for me that I will never forget and the memories will always live in
my heart. He taught me how to shoot guns, he took me on my first
hunting trip, he gave me my first job and was always there when I
needed him. Marcia and Johnny traveled several hours just to watch
me graduate the police academy. They were at the hospital after the
births of my daughters and the list goes on and on. Johnny always
put everyone else first even after he got sick. I love Johnny with all
of my heart and I'm devastated that he is gone. As I sit here and
relive all the wonderful times we had together I can't stop smiling.
And when I think about him in heaven, only one image pops into my
mind. I see him driving one of his hot rods, on an endless straight
road, going way too fast, with Miles sitting shotgun and both of them
singing along to the radio.
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Mark Gepford - November 19, 2022 at 12:00 AM

Q: What was one of your favorite qualities of Johnny? 
  

A: His Personality He Loved to Joke Around. I would go down to
Pay My Bill and Him Jay and Bradley would be Sitting in the Office.
I'd Look and before I could Say Anything it Would Start. The Joking
giving me a Hard Time The Useual But it was Fun. John was a
Great Guy I Learned A Lot about Cars. Him Allowing Me To Go In
The Shop And Watching it go From An Old Rusty Peace Of Metal
To A Beautiful Hot Rod. The Greatest Thing About John Is That He
Had Respect For Everyone. He Reminded Me A Lot Of My Father. I
Feel Short One Day And I 
Disrespected Him, And I Never Got The Chance To Make It Up To
Him. THAT WILL WEIGH HEAVILY ON ME FOR THE REST OF MY
LIFE. JOHN YOU TREATED ME WITH RESPECT AND DIGNITY
THAT I WILL FOREVER HOLD IN MY HEART. And The Fact You
Reminded Me So Much Of My Father, YOU WILL TRULY TRULY
BE MISSED.

Tonya Postma - November 18, 2022 at 12:00 AM

Love this man and miss him dearly!! �

Elieene Jones - November 18, 2022 at 12:00 AM

God bless
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All of our love, Sparrow, India, Vienna & Makaila - November 18, 2022 at 12:00
AM

Wishing you peace to bring comfort, courage to face the days
ahead and loving memories to forever hold in your hearts.

A Memorial Tree was planted for Johnny Raye Isbell - November 18, 2022 at
12:00 AM

We are deeply sorry for your loss ~ Girdner Funeral Chapel


