
Karen Lavonne Burgess
May 3, 1946 - March 22, 2025

The angels came and whisked away Karen Lavonne Burgess peacefully on
March 22, 2025. She passed away with her family by her side at the age of 78
at Mercy Medical Center in Redding after a short illness. 
Karen was born May 3, 1946 in Klamath Falls to her very proud parents Pearl
and Mary Brooks. As a young girl, the family lived in Klamath Falls, Crescent
City, the Mount Shasta-McCloud area, and finally settled in Montague. The
little house of the corner of 14th and King Street was filled with love. Karen's
fairytale childhood continued: trips to Uncle Marion and Aunt Mary's Delphic
Ranch every chance the family had, 4th of July BBQ's, Thanksgivings,
Christmases, birthdays, and all the family gatherings. Then little brother Bruce
came along and things got even more exciting. 
After graduation from Yreka High School, Karen worked at Scott Valley Bank.
She married Gordon Dunham, and soon sons Wade and Brett were born.
Wade and Brett were her whole world. Life got very busy. The love and
support from Paul and Anna Dunham was outstanding, and Karen loved them
dearly. Karen worked in the Siskiyou County Auditor's office for 14 years,
taking care of her two boys, exercise classes, dancing, and skiing at Mt.
Ashland and Bend - she was a very busy girl! 
In 1980, she met the love of her life, Chuck Burgess, starting their new life
together when they married on April 10, 1982. Karen worked at various places
after leaving the Auditor's Office, but her favorite jobs were taking care of
family and friends, and working at Greg's Guys & Gals for Greg and Dian Colt.



Karen enjoyed cooking, baking, and spending time with her dear friend of 65
years, Robin Watson. She would help almost anyone, as long as it wasn't
expected. 
Karen is survived by her loving husband of 43 years, Chuck Burgess of Yreka;
her sons, Wade (Tina) Dunham of Yreka, Brett (Jenny) Dunham of Caldwell,
Idaho; grandchildren Brian Duncan-Dunham of Yreka, Brittany (Jeremy)
Dunham of Caldwell, Idaho; great-granddaughter Macie Duncan-Dunham of
Yreka; her brother, Bruce Brooks of Aurora, Colorado; as well as many
cousins of the Cox Family of Klamath Falls, Brooks Family of Colorado and
Siskiyou County. Karen was preceded in death by her parents, Pearl and Mary
of Montague. 
Karen was known and loved by so many people in our community that it's
impossible to mention everyone. Just know that our family appreciates the
love and support from all of you. She will be missed greatly. 
A private family service and a celebration of life will be held at a later date.
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Girdner Funeral Chapel - April 27 at 03:29 PM

1 file added to the album Obituary Wall

Macie Duncan - April 10 at 12:00 AM

Karen Lavonne Burgess

Leanna Dancer - May 06, 2025 at 12:00 AM

We have such fond memories of Karen. She will be missed by so
many. Our thoughts and prayers are with you.

Jenny Parker - April 28, 2025 at 12:00 AM

Our love and caring thoughts are with Karen's family! Karen was
such a wonderful person in our families lives. We all got to know
Karen very well when she came to work at Greg's Guy's and Gal's
what a gal! She was beautiful on the inside and outside! Karen lit up
the room with her beauty! Her laugh! Her smile. And her
friendliness., We are all so blessed to have had Karen's touch our
lives. She certainly has left so many special memories for-all of us
who knew her . Our hearts are very sad that Karen has passed, but
we're all very blessed to have had Karen with us for as long as we
did! Rest in peace dear friend. Our love is with you always�
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A Memorial Tree was planted for Karen LaVerne Burgess - April 18, 2025 at
12:00 AM

We are deeply sorry for your loss ~ Girdner Funeral Chapel

Judy Grensted - April 18, 2025 at 12:00 AM

I am so very sorry to hear of Karen's passing! She was such a
'special' Lady! She always had a smile to greet you with!! My
prayers to the whole Family  

 Judy Grensted


